
To begin, students should 
obtain a high school 
diploma or a GED. 

Volunteer in healthcare 
setting is highly 
recommended.

Apply to an accredited 
Registered Nurse 
Program.

Take and pass The NCLEX. Register with the National 
Council of State Boards of Nursing to sign up for the 
exam (those who do not pass must wait at least 45 
days to re-take the exam). 

Registered Nurses are in high demand, 
so recent graduates from RN programs 
often have multiple options when it 
comes to deciding where they would 
like to work. 

If a Registered Nurse decides to become an 
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse and 
specialize their knowledge, a master’s degree 
will be needed. Graduates can apply for roles 
as Certified Nurse Specialists, Nurse Anesthetists, 
Nurse Practitioners, and Nurse Midwives. 

PATHWAYS TO BECOMING A 
REGISTERED NURSE

A Registered Nurse is a nurse who has graduated from a nursing program and met the 
requirements outlined by a country, state, province or similar licensing body to obtain a 
nursing license. An RN's scope of practice is determined by legislation, and is regulated by 
a professional body or council.

HIGH SCHOOL

BSN RN EXAMINATION

OBTAIN EMPLOYMENT ADDITIONAL TRAINING 

COMPLETEVOLUNTEER APPLY

Earn a Bachelors of Science in Nursing (2 yrs if you already hold an 
associate degree or 4 yrs of full-time study at an accredited 
university). This will allow you to move into administration, advanced 
nursing, consulting, teaching, or research roles. Common nursing 
coursework includes Anatomy, Physiology, Microbiology, Biochemistry, 
Nutrition, Statistics, Patient Care, Chemistry, Psychology, etc.

Every US state and territory, as 
well as the District of Columbia, 
requires employed Registered 
Nurses to have proper 
licensure. 

OBTAIN A STATE LICENSE

Graduate from an accredited Registered 
Nurse Program (Associate of Science 
Degree, 2yrs). This will help prepare 
students to pass the NCLEX-RN 
examination. If not interested in advanced 
nursing or administration, skip next step.






